OBSERVATIONS 


On the means of extending the Con- 
ſumption of Britiſh Callicoes, Muſlins 
and other Cotton Goods, and of 
Living pecuniary Aids to the Manu- 
facturers, under circumſtances of the 
ee deen and Advan- 
de ; : 

* offered to the Conſideration of 
the Owners of Cotton Mills and Cal - 


.. licoand Muſlin Manufacturers n Great 


Britain, by the Delegates acting in their 
"I and for their dee in 4 
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1 which has oceupied the attention of the 


Britiſn Delegates nearly three months in 
London, many important facts have been 
brought forward, relative to the extent and 
importance of the Cotton Manufactory, whick 
will doubtleſs proye extremely beneficial. 
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The nation at large are now apprized of 
its magnitude, and the conſequent benefits 
which muſt reſult from every arrangement 


which can ſupport and nouriſh this incſtima- 
: * branch of trade, | 


- Its: aſtoniſhing AY can | beſt be Ie 
tained by an aceurate knowledge of the ap- 
plication of the raw material of Cotton Wool; 
which furniſhes the moſt inconteſtible proof, 
that this Manufacture has extended during 


the laſt three years, in a ratio almoſt f in- 
credible *, 


© This important fact a to 1 ds 

of the Britiſh Delegates, the abſolute neceſ- 
ty of finding new channels of. conſumption, 
and of deviſing means by. which a more ex- 
| tended ſale could he promoted, fo. as ta keep 
alive thoſe powers of machinery which have 
been ſo beneficially diſſeminated. all over the 

country ; and to continue in employment the 

numerous bodies of men, women, and chile | 


dien, who are trained and ebnet to. this 
blink... To" 90g 4 N 9 ati GLO: 


„Cotton Wool, left for the alba bat after ee 
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To promote this important object, the De- 
legates have been unwearied in their endea- 
vours to procure certain reſtrictions upon 
the trade of the Eaſt India Company, for 
the purpoſe of augmenting the conſumptioi. 
LeThey have ſucceeded in part, and have by 
means of the exertions which have been uſed, 
and the extenſive information which has 
been collected, the faireſt proſpect of further 

advantages next Seſſion of Parliament. 


But after every thing is obtained that can 
reaforiably be expected, and that it is poffible 
to obtain; by reſtraints upon the trade of the 
Eaft India Company; ſtill additional facili- 
ties, as well as new channels of conſumption, 
are indiſpenſibly neceſſary, in order to pre- 
vent this Manufacture from languiſhing, and 

to alleviate thoſe diſtreſſes which have _—_ 

245 "cit the dara 


It has ene been the ied of the De- | 
legates to find thoſe facilities, and, if poſſible, 
to ſuggeſt ſuch expedients as would extend 
the ſale, by. opening new markets for · the 
Britiſh Callicoes and Muſlins; and hence 
aroſe the idea of a General Hall, or 
tacle for Britiſh Cotton Goods in the City 
B 3 0 
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of London, under a 2 conception, that che 8 
Eaſt India Company had great advantages 
Over the home Manufactures, by means of 
thoſe public ſales, which brought their Goods - 
Aer the, review of all the great buyers in 
Europe, while the; ſimilar articles of the Bri- 
tiſh, Manufacture Were in a manner hid and 
unſeen, in a great number. of, different Ware- 


boſs 1 W London; limiting the Proprietor 


to tedigus, in place of quick ſales, and re- 
ducing many induſtrious Members of the 
State to great diſtrels,., by ſubjecting. them to. 
big Fapagity. gf thoſe money-lenders who take 5 
of the neceſlity c of others, by pur- 
ar gr « greatly under, the firſt coſt —By ſub- 
Be them alſo to the. double riſque of loſs, 


*If 


5 = * I. by 115 failure of the debtors, but 
al by hee inſolxeney of the agents them. 
el Ves too fatally experienced, of late, to the 
great diſtreſs and ruin of many induſtrious 
individuals, who ſuffer under the preſſure of 
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; Liſe" a ſcheme. by v which t the goods of the Bri- 
= iſh My nufactürers could be thrown into.the 
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dit and advantage; much exertion has been 
uſed to perſuade a few individuals of high 


reſpectability, to ſtep forward upon the pre- 


ſent occaſion, for the relief of the Manu- 
facturers, and to employ a part of the great 
property which they poſſeſs, in ſupporting 
the credit of the country, at the preſent 
criſis, by immediate pecuniary aids; 5 and to 
carry into execution a ſyſtem of permanent 
benefit, through the medium of an inſtitu- 
tion, by which the Callicoes and Muſlins of 
Great Britain could be brought under the 
review of all Europe, under circumſtances 
where they would find their true level, and _ 
where the Manufacturer would be no lon ger 
compelled to become a ſpeculator in his own 
Sof 


Theſe reſpedtable. 3 to as in- 
mortal honour, have agreed to come. for- 


of half a million fterling, to be applied to the 
ſole purpoſes of giving pecuniary aids to the 
Manufacturers, under circumſtanees which 
ſhall (eſtabliſh the utmoſt confidence in the 
management, and which ſhall alſo- give the 
moſt perfect ſecurity to the public, that this 
capital ſhall not be diverted-to any purpoſe 
is | \ 5 5 of | 
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of ſpeculation injurious to the country, but 
for the ſole benefit of the Maapfesturers, 
upon the is 
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2; Tn a Oe Hall ind Warchouſes 
| ſhall be eſtabliſhed. in London, for the col- 
lection and ſale by auction, at four ſtated 
periods in the year, of Britiſh Callicoes, 
Mullins, and Cotton Mixtures; under ſuch 
reſtraints as Government | ſhall chaſe to im- 
poſe, by regulations to be inferted in a Char- 
ter, to be Sant for hat Parole 1 


$3 — F.% 4 * 


2. 
any of the Warchouſes belonging to the 
Fall, a certain advance of not Jeſs than one 
half of the eſtimated value ſhall be made in 
money; but at preſent, on accoünt of the 
T great diſtreſs of the Manufacturers, the” 0. 
| vance half a two end of the value. ug 
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| 3. That one one previous: 40 each ſale, 
Catalogues ſhall be publiſhed; in different 
languages, (of all the gaods then lodged) and 
ſent to every part of Europe, in order to in- 
vite purchaſers; and every exertion uſed by 
the Managers that ſhall prove benefit to 


the intereſt of the F 1 | | 
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4. That, for this purpoſe, it ſhall be 
incumbent on the Managers of the propoſed 
| Inſtitution, to procure at all times accurate 
information, as to the ſpecies and quality of 
the goods in different countries, which are 
Ukely to be moſt in demand; and to commu- 
nicate the ſame to the Manufacturers, that 
they may at all times know the taſte and 
faſhions of Europe, and be enabled to 
judge how to regulate their Manufactures, as 
to the ſpecies of goods moſt likely t. to be 1 in 
demand for the time being. 5 


5. That the proprietors. of the 1 
hall ſhall at their own proper expence find 
Warehouſes for depoſiting the goods, a general hall 
far ſales, with neceſſary offices and uther apart- 
ments, together with clerks, porters, labourers, 
agents foreign and domeſtic, and every other ex- 
pence, from the period when goods are lodged 
until ſald,at a commiſſion of 6d. in the pound, 
in full (inſurance 1 an and nene ex 
cepted). 
6. That where goods are lodged at the ge- 
neral hall by any Manufacturer, WhO finds 
afterwards" that he can obtain a better price, 
he ſhall. be at liberty to withdraw the ine, 


= paying one per cent. provided notice is ma 
| beer the catalogue | is publi EE 


625 : 


7. That « on | paying the like commitien of 

one per cent. it ſhall alſo be in the power of a 
Mlagnufacturer, to order his goods to be bought - 
in, and to lie over, until the next ſale, if ſuch 
goods ſhould. conſiſt of articles that are in little 
demand at the time; and this. privilege to be 
granted, notwithſtanding the advance of mo- 
Py 


© 8, That tho 1 of the © Genel Ball 
all be obliged to liquidate, Rate, a and finiſh 
all accounts of ſale, and accounts current, and 
to tranſmit. the ſame to the Manufacturers 
quarterly; within one week after the prompt 
is paid, charging intereſt on the pecuniary ad- 
vances, at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, 
and paying the balanoes, by a ene to a 
ene 

9 That the whole bates WAP POE ſhall 
be open for tlie inſpection of the purchaſers, 
three weeks previous to each ſale. That the 
names of the proprietors ſhall be en 
directions are received for that purpoſe; 
ſuch arrangements made as ſhall be 3 15 
be moſt advantageous, and generally gere. 8 
table to dan trade at large. | 


= That 


10. That the goods ſhall be ſold at the 
General Hall by the catalogue, upon which 
the intended purchaſers ſhall have previouſly 
made their remarks. That an advance of 
25 per cent. ſhall be paid by each purchaſer 
on the day of ſale, and the prompt to be limited 
to one month, when the goods mall be taken 35 
away. 


11. That patterns of every ſpecies of Britiſh 
Cotton Goods and Mixtures, and particularly 
all new fancy articles, ſhall be kept and exhi- 


| bited at the Hall, that Foreigners may acquire 15 


a knowledge of their quality and price, in or- 


der the more effectually to promote a vend all 
5 over the World. 


12. That Patterns alſo of every ſpecies of 
Foreign Cotton Goods ſhall be procured and 
kept at the Hall, for the information of the 
Manufacturers, and to give them a know- 

ledge of the fabrics and qualities of ſuch un- 

known articles as are likely to find a fale in 
| foreign countries. 


14 To eſtabliſh ſuch new rules, and to 
make ſuch additional arrangements from time 
to time, on the recommendation of the Ma- 
C „ 
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nufacturers, as ſhall be judged for the general 
intereſt of the trade, and for the great and 
primary purpoſe of extending the ſales and 
the conſumption.---To appropriate a room 
in the buildings, for the public papers of the 
trade; and to aſſiſt the Manufacturers in pro- 
curing thoſe legiſlative protections and aids, 
which from time to time may be ee and 
beneficial. 


The Britiſh Delegates are authorized to 
Rate, that theſe conditions will not meet any 
objeftiori on the part of thoſe reſpectable indi- 

viduals who have declared their intentions to 
carry this important plan into execution, pro- 
vided it ſhall be conſidered by the great body 
of the Callico and Muſlin Maaufacturers as 
a public good; and by the Broth Government 
as a national benefit. Fm 


- pon facility which « can be derived from the 
higheſt and moſt reſpectable eſtabliſhment that 
ever was deviſed, for the advantage of the in- 


land commerceof any country, will be attached 
to this deſign. 


The Britiſh Cotton Goods will not only be 
«diſſeminated over all Europe through the me- 
dium of - this ſcheme, but from the yery mo- 
0 — derate 
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derate expence attending the ſales; from the 
certain footing upon which the Manufacturer 
will ſtand with regard to the returns; from 
the exemption fiom riſque ;—from the quick 
circulation of money upon the moſt ſolid 
footing ;---from the great ſaving in point of 
intereſt and commiſſion on bills, and various 
other charges not applicable to, or affecting 
this ſcheme, there is not a doubt but the 
Britiſh Manufactures can be afforded at a 
much lower price than at preſent, while the 
Manufacturer may enjoy the ſame profit. And 
hence it follows, that by exhibiting theſe Ma- 
nufactures at reduced prices, thoſe foreigners 5 


who lay out immenſe ſums yearly in Eaſt In- 


dia Cotton Goods, and who have been re- 
ſtrained heretofore from purchaſing. the Bri- 

| tiſh, on account of the difficulty of finding a 

great aggregate together, and of being able to 


pay ſuch prices as the heavy expences of the 
Manufacturers obliged them to put upon 


them, will now find it their intereſt to come 

forward. And there can be no doubt but the 
ſuperior fancy. and execution of the Britiſh | 
| weavers, joined to the facility with which they : 
can turn their hands to the modes and faſhions 

of all Europe, as ſoon as a proper channel is 
opened, will give them advantages which muſt 

e e | unqueſ- 
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unqueſtionably promote ſuch a vend as could 
never take place by any other means. And 
from the daily improvements which an undif⸗ 
turbed proſecutibn of this branch of trade 
would enable the Manufacturers to make, by 

means of certain ſales without riſque, and at 


nau very limited expence, there can be no doubt 


of ſuch further reductions in the price of Bri- 
tiſh Cotton Goods, as would convince the 
whole World, that it was in vain to attempt 
to ſtand in competition with this country, in 
the Cotton Manufacture; and hence it would 
be rivetted and fixed 1 in Great Britain ar ages ; 
to come. 


It is impoſſible to eſtimate the advantages 
in the conſumption of every article of trade 
which reſults from ſuch a reduction, in the 
price, as ſhall bring it within the reach of the 
common people. The impr ovements in Bri- 
tiſn Callicoes and Muſlins, printed and plain, 
is a ſtrong proof of this obſervation, as they 

have become the dreſs of the lower ranks all 
over Great Britain. Let it once be known on 
the Continent of Europe, that every article of 
decent apparel, neceſſary for the lower ranks | 
of females, can be furniſhed, of a beautiful 

fabric, at a ſum not exceeding Fifteen Shil- 
lings, and the conſumption will be immenſe. 
— NG 


1 
The national proſperity will of courſe riſe, 
in proportion to this conſumption. 


But the apparent reſources of the propoſed 
ſyſtem go beyond almoſt any conception that 
can be formed, of a great public deſign, which 

has not been tried, and as yet reſts merely on 
ſpeculation. 


It would certainly remove every prejudice 
which has been entertained moſt unjuſtly, 
and which has been too induſtriouſly propa- 
gated, reſpecting the quality of Britiſh Goods, 
It will ſhew the World, that they are infi- 
nitely better wove, and more beautifully 
fancied, than the ſimilar fabrics of India. It 
will convince the purchaſers, that they are 
to expect new and rapid improvements; and 
hence they will be invited to come over with 
their money, and even to lodge orders for that 
ſpecies of goods which 1 18 beſt e to their 
een 


By ſuch a general exhibition, the ingenious 
Manufacturer, who brings forward an excel- 
_ lent article, will be doubly rewarded, by bring- 
ing his goods under the review of a great body 
of people, whoſe competition will give him 
the Wremen of a better price, and whoſe 


name 


* 


without which n can be done. 


i 


name will be known in a wide and ertended 


. giving a ſtimulus to ingenuity and in- 


duſtry, extremely beneficial to the country. 


Such are the outlines of the deſign which 


the Delegates now preſume to recommend to 
the attention of the Owners of Cotton Mills, 
and Manufacturers of Callicoes and Muſlins 


in Great Britain; —in whoſe behalf they have 
ſolicited the eſtabliſnment of this great and 


important inſtitution, and on whoſe appli- | 

cation, if made ſoon, to the Lords of His Ma- 
il for Trade, it will 

Probably take place. But if any delay oc- 


jeſty's Privy Council 


curs, it will be loſt to the Manufacturers. 
nen to the TOUT». 5 5 


The Delegates, thirefore; do moſt carey 


entreat their Conſtituents, to meet as early as 
poſſible on this buſineſs, and to ſend to the 
Lords of His Majeſty's Privy Council for 
Trade, their Obſervations upon the whole 
Syſtem; that in caſe the great utility of the 
deſign ſhall meet their approbation, | no time 


may be loſt in procuring a Royal Charter, 


| London, 3 Fane, 1788, : 
4 F 1 N 1 85 
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